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The Utah Department of Health Violence and Injury Prevention Program
would like to thank all the families who so graciously shared their stories.
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Wheﬂe Utah has a goal of Zero Fataaatees-=— :’f;

(itisn’t about the numbers.

| ™

o

Most teen publications thrive on volume: more pages equal more ads and more dollars.
In the case of 13 Stories We’d Rather Not Tell, our equation is quite the opposite. Everyone
affected by these deaths would be much happier if this book contained fewer pages.
In fact, we’d prefer to have nothing to publish at all.

Each of the following 13 teens was much more than a number. They were just like you.
Each was a friend, a neighbor, a classmate and a relative; someone who had dreams for
the future, but will never see them fulfilled. Each tragic story, told from the heart of a
mourning parent, could have been prevented if drivers would have taken more care on
the road. The information in the following pages might be the most important thing you
learn this year. So please, Don’t Drive Stupid and help make this our last issue.



Alyssa Marie Lopez “Lys,” Age 17, Salt Lake City, UT
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pe/‘//‘S and other COmp//ca‘Z/onS A

éeiz‘/rg
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On the afernocon of Fééraary 26y, 2008, our éaéy
gir/ Alyssa was taken from ws. Alyssa was Killed
instatly in a three—car collision in the 5100 block
of 03den ‘s arrison Bowlevard. She cas COM/ng
hore fror a /7/3/7 School basketball garre n Oga/en
with her Friends. The car that c/fppea/ the car she
was in was also full of her Frends £rom éranger
>‘/13/) School. The éoy a/rf\/fng Zhe other car Cried
to catch up to the car Alyssa was riding in,
weal/fng in and owt of trafhc at /7/:3/1 Speeds. s
car clipped Alyssa's car, sending it into a spin
and into the northbowund lanes of trafhic. Her
car was T-boned 5}/ ancther veticle. The driver
of the northbound car was in the hospital For
oréital Fractures. Alyssa coas Killed and her
Friend Isaah, who was driving Alyssa's car,
was tredated for brofken ribs and later released.

Dy/an, ancther #riend in 2he car with her, was hospitalized for a broken

the news that your a/aag/ﬂ‘e/- has died in a car crash /s the worst feeling a

mother can Aave. 5&8/}13 Aer /y/ng Chere on that hospita/ bed motionless ‘/'LASZ‘ about
killed me. Since that day, ry life has been avoful!. Tt has been rea//y hard Zo 3&( up
andﬂo Zo work. I have /ost 1y moSt precious child 2o Someone else's carelessress.
She was a detersined 3//-/ who worked 2o be the best she could, whether it was at
hore z‘a,é/nﬁ care of hAer Chree younger brothers, Kewben, éregol‘y and »4/72‘/70175/, or at
schoo! with her studies or with C/?eer/eac{/nﬁ.
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This crash shou
because one Kid was not
to the road or the e's
danger while he Was driving

S

people's lives

W—

\d never have happened
paying attention N

aggressively.

In a moment, our /ives were changed forever.
A senseless crash took our daugliter, sister,
granddacig/iter, mece and friend. Yer beacttifed/
hazel eyes and Arlj/’lf Srile would //:9/12‘ uUp a
roont. Her lawglter has been Silenced, bud her
Spirit will Iive on with wus forever. She proved
2hat a short life is not an incomplete /ife.
The lives she touched ill never be the Sarre,
and each day coithout her /s a day where we
will mourn our /o055 and resenrber our 3005’
Fordune For having had her in our /ves.

THh's crash showld never have happened because
one Kid was /‘702‘ p@//hg altertion Co the road
or the pecple s lives CAal were in dapger while
he was driving aggressively. Unfordunadely, 2he
boy driving the car that it Alyssa ecasn iz
drfv//ng ith s head. Now all we are lef coith
IS memories. We riSS Aer So much and coant
her wwith wus but the careless actions of ¢hisS
other driver robbed ws of a life with” Z_yS

—— ey s N

|

that were in <



cavin was wﬂ?a%) Yo be. born in Sanuary, but

he. colldnt wait o come. into the. worlat and
was born \uet before. chrictmas. He was our
chrigtmas present that year, and he. was the,
best present ever. Bver since. that mr\y evtrance,
he has alwaye been eaqer +o Ao Hinge first. He.
loveA being firet when wost of ue would rather
hanq back and et comeone. dloe. be. Firet He
has aways been g0 much fun. He. was 4 friens
to 20 many pesple an2 he. A2t even redlize.
it He. had a way with pesple. - he could +alk
Yo qrownnps anst entertain YoAAexrs or babies
while. Yexting hie friende all at once. He. was our
firetborn and he. was sUdh a wonderful example.
o Wi youmder brothers. They looke A up +o him
and he. protected Hhem.

| cavin was in 2t

CranAwma an &mwﬁm when we. were. inwolve A in
our car crash. The. rest of the -Family was fine.

| but calvin wasn’t wearing Vie seat belt. He. wae

diestet from e car andt died immediately. He
wolld Al be. with us i he hat been wearing
hie ceat belt.

rade. We JiA ?rz:Hy well in
gihool, bt seewest 1o redlly \ove. Spavich and
was Aaivnﬁ guite. well learving the. lanquade. He.
hat a plan for hie sdhodling He. wanted to 40
to coleqe. and, after he qratuatet with hie
bachelor’s dedree, he. wanted to continve. on
with either a Nurge. Practitioner or Phycidans
Astictant deqree. He hat locked into the. field,
Aone. zome. \ob shadowing, anst wae sexiougly
Pawing on thie for hie life.

cavin was o full of life. He awaye hat a swile.
on Wie face. He Wad an infections happy opirt
and wae Kind o averyone. That ie one. of the.
recurring themes in the. notes from hie friends.
He. wae alwaye active. and Fulll of life. He. never
seame Yo dow Aown for anything. He. zmayz)
ﬂayivﬂ e?ar“\-e, V\Mwh'Mﬁ, qui\mQ SeoWre, rock
dimbing, running aromA with hie friends ans
cﬂm&ially wr\‘wxﬂ nonstop. He was dso alway%
volunteering 4o help others. He loved +o help
others; it wae part of what everyone love A
aboutt him.

cavin will be. gorely Wisse s bt hie wemories will
bring swiles an2 langter forever. We. wil Awaye
remewber Wie aNeyturons and censiive. opirit.

‘Calvin Hansen, Age 13, Spanish Fork, UT

| We were dl heated +o Las Veqas +o vieit

e ——

The rest of the
family was fine |\
but Calvin wasn’t
wearing his seat
belt. He was
ejected from |
the car and died
immediately. He
would still be
with us if he had
been wearing his
seat beilt.




Chelise Locher, Age 16, Hooper, UT

Wth/@daysleﬁfunﬁ[ChdLse‘sDaddywagfomm
te Lamﬁyfmmhis tour in lrag, we were readly and
(amﬁny donwn the days. On Sepfewlber 5. 2008
Chelie lft with frients o go ad. ﬁllof‘aw?y
wd swiles, she yelled, ber usual ”Eyc, Ma!" wd
slamwmed. the deor bebind. her: ( called. her later 4o
askagu&‘w. l/a&dmdlauyhedwiﬂahenfhe
was hat/tlag a great time.. adt within the howr
she weuld. be dead.

Driving down a rural rea in Flain Ciy

the fond Escort she was in with her
friends was T=boned by o Z6~year
ol wale driving @ fll-size }xchxp ¥
He was driving cgopmﬂmaiely 40

willes per hour and faed. 4 yield

at the intersection. Chelise took

Meﬁc[[c’wy?ad o te aush. Her

frionds were able to wak anny

ot they will bear the sars that vo /é-ymo[at

shoulil have to. Late; we weuld find out that the wan

was o on bail ponding a fe[omy DUl charge Whte net

/ druwk at the time, he had. laels of a controlled substwmce

in His system. We are cun@ré{y awaiting charges.

Within 36 hours of her death, Chelises Daddy cawe home
to a very differont bomecoming than we had weticdously
Flanned’six sebbing childron and. a broken wife 4o wieet him

at e airport. Within tree hours of stepping o the Flcw,, we were
se[ccfchg a casket for our beaudifill angel. [ cnt even imagine the traama he
wst have felt. Leawing a war zone and. comting howe to this.

No parert F/ans to bury a il (¢ is withinkable. (n time, [ bnow my
famc'[y will find Vappiness again for vowy every event (s tainted because o
ber absence in our lives. ( see ber in sunffowers.. wild, bright and. beld. (
never knew how deep[y [ coult wiiss someone.

We all bear responsitility when we get behind. the wheel. Not only for our
safdy hdt for the scfdy o others. Be anare. The Peo/?/e in the other ars
are. someones i

\Ij RS

We all bear responsibility
“when we get behind
) the wheel. Not only for our |
| safety, but for the safety
. of others. Be aware. The
. people in the other cars are |
| someone’s children. [ |
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Erica Trudy Knell, Age 17, Park City, UT
" o ‘

It takes just a few seconds to make the |
decision to buckle up. Think about my \
» daughter the next time you are deciding
whether or not to buckle up, and think about 4
. how the consequences of that decision could {'
affect the lives of all those who love you. |

—_—
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When Erica died, the hospétal staff handed. us the heart vecklace
she bad. been wearing that day. (¢t was all they que vs. (¢ was
all that was left for vs to tee/?. But that heart veckloce was

the best z%ny Yt we could have received. (t was
arowd. her weck on the last day of ber lfe, Friday
Sepiember 5th, as she went to her dasses and.
talked. 4o her friends. (¢ was around. her veck as she
left the University of Utah campus and. drowe to Trk
City. [t was arownd her veck as she overcorrected.
ber w; which had. strayed. over the edge of e road,
causing it to roll. (¢ was areund. her neck as she took
ber lust breath and. bod. her last conscious theught.
(¢ was around. her veck when she pussed. from this
worll into the nest.

How could. it have survived. such trowva withadt any
suratches” How codd, it survive whien her owin heart
oulint? The doctors toli. us that impact with te
grownd dter gection aused. Ericas pubvenary artery
to tear As she lay on fhedmfand/?eo/o(esz‘oppedz‘o
heéo, ber life was ebbing anty. When the parnvedics
arrived, ber [fe was abvost gove. They didut know
then that her heart was breken beyond repair:

The heart veckace represents the best part d Erica
beawse she lied her lfe with all of her heart
Cverything she did was dove with passion. Anyone
who had. watched. her dance was weswerized. by
the way she poured berself into her pﬂfbrmmes.
Her freas'é/[e aerials coach at the Utan 0/)/;4/?7(4 fark

saw in her an athlete wWith deterwivation and. ”fyht"‘an
athletz with great heart; and. it had. been hfyh[y antidpated.
that she wouli, join the 2009 USA Sk Team. She did
emyt%ny to the fullest, and she shared. herself so free/y
with others. When she left this life, the people who
rewained. behind. knew that they were deeply bved. She left
a legacy df love. She left her heart here.

Her heart neckloce survived. whien her own heart was
beyond. repair My heart is also broken, and. sometimees [
dont wnderstwmd, how it can g0 on beaﬁhy. [ wonder every
day, why she didut wear ber seat belt. Did she just forget?
Did. she think she was invinible” Why didnt she tike a
few seconds on that beadif adun day to buckle up? [
will vever know if that seat belt weudd have saved. her life
or vot, and. ( Will forever be left with the question

(¢ t‘akzs/u.sf a few seconds to wake the dedsion o huckle
up. Just a few seconds can end. tre life of someone as yowng,
vibrant and beadtiful as our Erica, and. steal the happiness
anty from so wiony. Think abadt our doughter the vext
time you are deciding whether or vet to huckle up, and
think abodt how the consequences o that dedsion codd
dffect te lves of all those who love you.



This
on August v, 2008 Our famly was anmped for te
evering in preparation for a handeart ek 4o begin early the
nest worving. While we were waiting for eur friends 4
arive, Hanah got out her violin. She leoked so beatifl

silhouetted aguinst the euemu;zsky Yt [ rose ufo from Wy

to was taken about I/ hours before Hawas death

seat and, fwnd the camera. Wis (s the
ook she que wie when she realized. [
was taking pictures o her (¢s a poor 7
shadow of the actual sceve, bt we =
are so 7mtefu/ for the photos now. '

i
A

We arvse early the next woring o
begin the trek up fairview Canyon.l
[ weke up with an inflamed. sciatic verve, and. coull tell
that | weuli not be able to hike up and. down hills all day.
We relucturly sert our two daughters with the group and
F/amed to weet them at cwp later in the day. About 30
wiindes later we recaived. the anfil phove all

Hannah Wagstaff, Age 14, Tropic, UT

The driver of the tnck that Wit Huwwah didut see the group,

which included. a horse=drawm wagon, a handeart and. about

4, pedestrians The tuuck struck the handeart from behind,

kd&hy Hanah instwrtly. Hannoh was pushing the handeart
abmysc’de her 9000& friend. and. her friends fathe; with twe
younger chililron [?u[[thy at the front- [t is a wiiracle that all
five were wot killed, as the handeart was lc'fefally reduced. to
hits of ka«déhy Honwahs e/’yhf—yecw-old sister was /m&d
up and. thrown into the barrow pi¢ by an alert young wian
who perceived. the danger before the inpact. Th The wian whe
orqaized, the evert wos Wit and. killed. as the truck swerved
into the onoming lave where he was attenpling to wave
the truck down.

k

r ...all of us—repeatedly get away with small mistakes, and tend to be
overconfident while driving, often even multi-tasking. It might sound trivial,

but the fact is that every day some among us don’t “get away” with the small
mistakes and then the weight and speed of the vehicle magnifies the small

error into a tragic crash.

No one cmfaafwna[[y caused. this tragedy. A series of sma/[er
emors in judgment combined. to produce ¢ The driver

said that the sun was in Wis eyes. We also feel that the
orqaizers o te tek used poor judgwient both in F/wma«g
the roude and. not ﬁzmism? a ﬁcg ar.

We wiiss Hamah wore thn we an say ad we will

never yef over it witil the day comes that we are reuited.

However, we know that Huwah wants us to g0 on lwmy,

so e are doing our best, it it (s Fra‘iy hard. sowetimes.

My hisband. and [ are both weore consdious now of swall

emors in judgment while driing. All of us rzpeatedly get

anay with swall wiistakes, and. tend. 4o be overconfidet

while drivivg, oftem even wulti~tasting. (¢ would be wise

, to say something like the

\ | ﬁo[bwu«g to owrselyes each

™ time we slip behind the

1 whed ”an/iny Frudmt/y

is the only task [ shoull be

| fowsed on witil this vehicle

F 4 is stopped and. the uition

is tumed off [t wiight

sound, trivial, hd Me fact is tat every day sowte awiong

us dont ?a‘ aWay with the swall wiistakes and. then the

weight and. speed. o the vehicle magmﬁa; the swall ervor
nto a myéc cush.



Isaan ‘\Mamnez, Age 15, West Valley City, UT
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M -’7q?+z.w1be_r 4, 2002 at about 1:00 P, our
son leans, Wie qrandparenmts, hie three-
AA comsin, ant | were. leaing the. han SHate
Fair. Our car wae shopped ar a red lignt and
leaae wae sithing n the. back ceat when an SN,
Ariven by a I9-ymr-al¢‘ wale. vot paying attention,
damme into e back of our car qoing 75 wiles
pexr hour. The. force. of the. colicion pushet the.
Hrumk into the. backeeat and the. wetal Wik \eaac
in the heat 2o hard that he was immediately
knocke A unconscions. Hie brain swelled so much
Hatr he. Wat no brain ackivity ant wae kept alive.
tarough life. support for 12 houre. We. begaet
Ye. Aoctore Yo Jo every test poseible. Yo confirm
there wae vo brain activity before. we. Yook him
off life. support on Seprember B THAT WAS THE
HARDEST—MOST HORRBLE DAY OF ouk LIVES.
Az hie wother, | can’t beqn 4o Feseribe. the.

-
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mpact thie hae hat on our lives. | relive. that
vighrt Aaily. | have. vigwiwares often and get lithe.
dleep. | remewber e, ambulance. ride. ant the.
louA girens tat hauwt we. +o wy ol | will never
forqet vie last breath. Brery Amy ie a “Arugqde
to qet ot of bed as | pray i vigrwmare. wil
enA We. are. vumb, yet in g0 much pain—irying to
SUrive. eadn Aay. We. Wiss \eaac zo wmiueh it Wirts
avery part of our bodies. We. grieve. knowing we. will
never see. im arasuate. from Wiqn sdhool, never
watdn him det warrieA and vever qet Yo cee. him
be. a father. We. Wave. wonderful wmemories ant
Talk Abottt im every Aay. leand’s 1t biWay
wae Uy 18, 2009. Most teevaders wollA qet a
Hriver’s license. on s Aay, but leaac receive a
headetone. for Wie qravesite.

leane wae a wappy, odeing, -Fﬁley and fuany
Teenader with many Areams. He. hast et shartest
9th qrate. and wag looking forward Yo high sdiodl.
He. was a hanszome. boy with a qreat biq heart
and beartiful emile. He. loves ligtesing +o Wi iPOD,
Paying hie quitar, fexting on hie call phone. and

» Please watch the road closely,

3 c?lﬂ phone, do not play with the radio, or |
distract you. Please drive safely!

Ty

\

handing ot with friends ant fownly. He. Ve +o
Areet everyone. with a hua A Kigs, Every Aay
| Yol him | lovest Wim andt he. dwaye swiled and
a2, | \ove. you Yoo, mama. 2

The. lagt ime. | zaw leaac dlive. was when we. were.
leaving the. fair. | acked him i he. hat a qood
Aay and he. replies with a biq swile, “Yes, mama
| had fun” He. hat wateher the. rotes, rote.
some. rides and eaten a Jeep fried peawmt
buttter anst Jelly andwich. our fun family outing
became. our worst vigrtmare. in amn ingtant.

onr fanily hae hanae . our \ves have. dhanage A,
We. are. heartbrokew. | wope. \eanc's chory helps
everyone. be. wore. aware. an pAy wore. artrestion
when Aﬁv\mg. Aease. watdn e, vood dozely, Fo
ot talk or Yext on your cell phone, 2o vot Pay
with e, radio or let your passenders AcArack
yoU. PLEASE PRIVE SAPELY!

do not talk or text on your
et your passengers

\

\

LY



-
Jeremy Lynn Basmussen, f\ge 17, Pahrump, NV

Sexremy l,ymm Rasmussen was borm on
Novewber 2, 1990. He. wae a beantifu,
blonde-haireA, b\m:e_yz) baby.  Soom
afrer Wie birth, we. adl knew he. was a
Aoing to be. a rick taker. Seremy woullA
be. Yhe. firet one. o omething new.
When Jerewy was three years oA, he.
Aove. riqht into a swimming pool. At cevew,
he. trieA Yo wrose a flooset wadh. He
wae fearlese and wever backe 2 Aown.

Sexemy wae an ineredible. KA He. hat
a heart of oA and hWad ie whoe. life.
aneas of him. He. was very iwoves with
Wi commmmity, Family and  zdnod. He
vounteeres Auring e, smmer coadhing
ar-rigk )/ovr\'h backetball ?laye.ré. In V\iﬁh
schod, he. partidpated in backetbadl,
footoadl an weigntifting. He. was aspiring
to be. a ?z.reovml traver.

On TUly 12, 2002, our lives were. hanae
forever as We. Yook one. \ast rigk. Earl

that worning, we. were. contacke 2 by e,
UHah Hiﬂhway Patrol hat Sexremy hat
passet away in a preventable. eragh on
Wrerstate. 15 ar wilee warker 12, wear
e Bxit 10 off-ramp in S+, Ceorae, Uhan.
The. Ariver of Terewy's vehide. was
tireA from Ariving 15 houre won-ctop
and hast fallen agleep ar the. wheel

X\

The. Hignway Patrel o2 Yhat i Seremy
woula have. been wearing hie seatbelt
he. would have. sunviveA the. arash. His
onder Fster, Alige, who was wearing
her zeatbelt, was the avnly ZUrvivor.

Not a woment passes that Serewmy anA
the. thougnt of hie tradqic acdicent
Aoee wot Youdh our -Family. He. ans
hie Aaring nature. will live. on within our
hearte forever.

l\: ‘_-.‘.’F_,f-l-jﬁﬁ \\\‘_“LL
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The Highway
Patrol said |
that if Jeremy |
would have |
been wearing
his seatbeilt
he would have |
survived the
crash.

e
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Kevin Alexander

Age 15 Provo, UT

— —Master’s Acﬁru_e. having been raize2 in

kevin Alexander Mendes Ao Samoe was
born into a family of one. gibling, Wi brother
Williawm. Later, Wie youaer brother, Sreven,
came. almﬂ, Since. A very mrly aqe, Kevin
WaS A Vexy sensitive. ant ‘caring coul, dwa
able. Yo wake. othere feel comfortable,
auq?\'w‘, valuable, of worth and loves. His
loving abil'r\y +o0 wmake. others feel wore. sire.
of thewmselves and copable. of Aa'waﬂ ﬂaaé
thindge was hie own trademark.

7 No words in any language can properly define what
7 we all felt. Kevin was taken from us abruptly, with

no goodbyes.
N, |

| no warning signs, no time to prepare ourselves, and

Mendes dos Santos,’

1 B
Kevin came. Yo Urah with Wie Family when
’Mie father came. +o pureve. Bachelor’s and

Europe. uil the. adqe. of 12, he. facet the.
hallende. of learving a Aifferent lanquage.
ant alture. He qrew up in a 'ani\y of
wmUuticutural wewmbers; hiz own waternal
qravdfather wae Brifigh. kevin had the
opportity of lving in Emalavw‘ for awhile.
where We atenAe A conool with Wi brother
William. With +heze experiences, kKevin was
keew on a g others an Mméz_r%'awhv:ﬂ
e value. of eadh indvidual ant the. worta
of eadh nation.

kKevin was 15 when he ?aw awvay wn a
tradic cragh on hie way Yo Salt Lake. LH')/ tor
a soccer Aame. Hie friende had pleades
with him to 4o, as he. was a very Promicing
soceey Playeyr. He. woke. up on the. wornin
of Auquet z, 2002, Wie parent’s wwum
anwiversary Aay, and qot rWy for the
dame. The. +rip endes et a wile. from hie
howme. on |-15.

Afrer Wie passing, guite. a few of his
friende opoke. of kevin'e dharacterictic of
brigateving their Aaye with et hie owiile.
Kevin was alwaye wi limg +o Md? anyone. n
need, even without being acked. We was
Aways very keen on exensing ?wﬂe_’e faullte
avey without them axweimg tHhemeelves. He

sawv people for who -Hz\e_y -h*Mly were. Keyvin
arew up Yo be. a very Wama aumgl wan, in
the. enge. of upholding ?rimoi?(z_e - \Uetice.
and pence, awayze in hie relationshipe with
other younq wen an2 youne women Yo Aive.
Yo manmtain and SefenA peace.

The. emotional frawma that we. as parents,
brothers, fawily away in Europe. and Frienss
sitfferet i inAeserbable. No words in any
lanauade. can propexly Aefine. what we. all
felt. kevin was ‘aken from us abrupty,
with no wamV::? “iqne, o Hwe. to prepare.
ourgelves, ana wo doodbyes. No one. com
replace. Kevin, 20 when we. oA a life. in our
hante we. dhollA be. aware. Yhatr we. are.
MalAimg comeone. elee’s Yreasure.

H there i comething we. can ask from
you reading these. worde abotr a younq
wman that you have. never wedt, i iz that
ou will be. willing, as he. was, +o truly think |
of othere fired, their worth, their value,
Hcir Ftture. that can be. iw\—z_rm?%z) by a
cardless e, secont. on kevin'e behalf, as
a wother, | Aare. Yo ask from you to think
of others firet, cexve. others, Ja 300) ana
live. well. Hovor your lrfe. by honoring the. lives
of others.



Kevin Yhair Carrillo /
Age 13, Salt Lake City, UT

My son diet on Auquet 9, 2002 in a wotor scooter cragh et one
block From our Wouze. Hie Friensd, whom he. likeA a ok, came. ovexr on
Wie scooter early on that 9M+Mr¢‘ay Worving to the. houze. We. were.
all howme—wy hWusbansd and wy other two hilAren aqes four and ¢ix.
| was cooking anc Wy Wisbans was ourside. in the yaw‘ with Hiem
fixing a bieyde. About 290 pw., wy eon’s Friemd Yol kevin he. was
leaving. My Wusband 1ol kevin, “Don't qet on the. scooter, kevin” Whew
wy Wsband stoppes what he was doing Yo get him off the. wotor
seooter, Hhey Arove. off. My con's friend Aidnt chop ar the stop
" = ! N giqn ar the. intersestion and they eraghe into a white. Actra. Being
r——— S turown from the. scooter, wy son it his head and crughet hie Yoreo,
AyiMﬂ insrantly. He. was ony 17 years dA. He. never wmade. i+ +o the

R | hospital. Hie friend survives.

| ltis a very painful { tie a very panful loss. One. feele a qreat emptiness inside. Hie two
| | brothers wise him very much anA we. can’tr ovexrcome. Yhe lose of wy

I.j loss. One fee!s a great " Aear son kevin YWair carrillo.
/[ emptiness inside. Now

! . : J Now when wy MilAren ride bieydes | reqiire. that they wear
I". M{hen my chﬂd’ren ride \ helmets. | wolld ask parents that they be wore careful an
| biﬂyﬂﬂeS ] reqlm‘e that protective of Hdir children. Teenaqe. years con be. Afficut, bt

sl

| they wear helmets. at the came fime, s loss ie irreplacesble. kevin will aways live
| ' M oUr hearte and in our winde.

1 f S
| { - //
| |
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Kristin Emily Hughes, Age 18, North Sait Lake, UT

Kristin g up in North Salt Lake, attended Orchantl, E[ememﬁzry
wd. Sauth Davis ). High, and hed. recedly graduated in 2007
from Woods Cross /‘@h Stheol. Kristin was af&mdmy e
Universisy of Utah, intending to become a veterinarion.

On Jaary 2, 2008, we were to weet Kristin and Mikaeln,
her yougest sister; in Frice ot abat 630 pom. The girls hod
spmt Christwas and. New Years with their dad, and were
coming down 15 visit before they had. to start school. Their dad.
usually ran a it late, so we waited and went to get something
to eat. We tried calling both Brian and Kristins cell phones, bt
coulint reach them. At 830 pm., we decided. to check with
the Frice Hlice Depmfmmt to see if they knew i something
was going on in 5/9am£sh fork Camyam that was de[ayaay them.
mey told. us there had. been a bad wireck and. asked wy ildrns
vawes and. what color of car they were in. [ hod. o gut-
wrendhing fee&'ny by what they were ashhy that something
was ot right. We had. barely left the Bolice Departwent when
Pn'ma/y Childrens Medical Center called, and. said my dauyhzfef
Mikoela had been in a car acident and to wiake sure [ bring
someone With we for support. [ asted about Kristin and. was
toli. she was taken to avother hospital. At this point, | felt that
Kristin had vot wade i¢ because, §f she had, she would provasly

and. were still cleanaay up. The officer said they hit black ice
wd. lost control. The car veered. into oncom&g toffic and was
T-boned. on the prssenger side where Kristin was. She was
proveunced. dead at the sve. Mikaela wos in stable condition
wid their father was in aitical condition. The officer que vs a
Folc‘cc escort ot of e canyon. The accident Vappeved. on the
only place on Highway & that had. snow and ice that vight.
This accident could possibly have been aided if the road had
been sanded. or cleared.

At Kristins flweral, ( was touched. to see how wiany people were
there. [ didnt ko how wany lives she had. touched. She loved.
to woke Feop[e lauyh Lwh‘ny threugh all the famzfy pictures we
bave of her she either has a smile on ber face or is mah)fy aﬁwy
face. Kristin will be 7/&1{[)/ wiissed. Not a day qoes by that we
dont think of ber: Some days are harder than others, cspeu’a[/y
family yaihm’nys or holédays. Mo vever kvow what will set you df
aying. Alan Jacksons song, ”SL'ssy‘s Song, " rewainds we so wuch
o Kristin. Cherish each day you have wAth your famc’/y because
lfe cm chw«ry& n an nstant.
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have been taken to Frimary Childrns teo. ’f S

We started. heading towardd. the wreck and, ﬁm[[y turved. our |

Vozant. lights on and. dreve on the wrong side of the road. to get eaﬂh da
to the wreck site, since they had basically shat the roadd. dowm o ”fe can ghg t:]ygza ve
R ina
\ / Lt



TS was very responsible. and fum-loving ant
hadt a zest for life. While. attending high
cchool, TS qot a \ob ar ji'F'Fy-LMbL and,
Aring hie two-year fenure, never Wisse A
a day of work TI eyioyes working om
his care and bullet bike; he. was blesset
with wehanical talents. Upon high sdhool
qraduation, TS, startes working at Larry
H. Miller Va)ﬁa i the. Libe-shop. T3 was
looking forwara Yo crarting their mednanic
apprevtice. proqram o further his +alents.

Whenever We car or bulller bike. hast a
wehanical provlem, he. wolld ot rest untl
he. hat it fixes The %r\urday before. Wi
acdideyt, we. partidpates with the. House. of
Hope/s anmual biker ride. on our way home,
TS explained that hie bike. A vot ceem
to be. working rigqnt. turing the. next few
niqhte after work, he. wolld be. out tinkering

T.J. was not a “show-off;” he was a very

~responsible motorist. it was his inexperience as
| - a motorcycle rider that caused his crash.

‘r

Terry Jeremy “T.J.” Nielson,
Age 18, West Valley City, UT

aroma +o fix ir. on 'ﬂnmrw‘ay eveying, T3,
hat Aigeoverer tne. problem. | came. howe.
with pizza, but he. was not ready to eat. He.
sdir ‘| qotta fake. it out for a quick Yest
Arive.” The. winuttes pacses ant we. bedan o
wonAex why T hat been aone. for 2o lonq
Then come. the. knock on the. Aoor, it was the.
West Valley city Police. Department and they
had come. to +ell us aboutt Hhe. cragh.

T was heading North on Banderter Highway,
ara%ma ‘HA\"DMﬂV\ 2500 South ohnmaima lanes
nto the. riqht lane. Az the. cutrve. approache S,
he. redized he was qonq Yoo fast and
brakes, Wnfortunately, T.x. Uset e Fromt
brake. pulling the. bike. cAraiqnt anA foreing
it off the road and into e gravel. This
canze e brakes o lock up and, at thic
point, the. bike. was out of hie contral.

Athouah he. had on all the. correst protection
— helwed and protective. riding iacker — he.
was Klled on impact. TS wae wot a how-
off; he. was a very responsible. motorict. 1
was Wis i:chriwm as a4 wotoreyde. Yider

Hhat cau Wie crazh.
/ /
4 \ 4 \

We. 4rully wise T.I. and awaye will. TSz
contagions \lananter, sy \okes anA owile.
are. the. -Haima% we. miss the. wost. However,
we. are. comfortes o know he. ie waiting for
Us. W 200, TS and hie father atrendet
e Promise kKeepers Event. T3 Wi
mewber card in hie walletr where. Wis Ariver
license. should be. Two weeke prior to hie
death, he. had logt hie wallex in a public
parking qaradqe. | anised T3 that “We
have. a biq God,” and that e, wallet would
be. redurnet with all e comtemts in it
About a week larer, we. receive a knock ar
the. Aoor. T3, answered, and a qevtleman
wag there. redurning hie wallex ant all the.
contents in it

Upon redurning to the. accdent scene, hie
gicher lookeA ovex the. wall, ans lying on the.
3raum) on top of come Arash was a picture.
of Tesus. We. are. comforret Yo know that
thege lifle. evente happen to assure ue
that TX. hae refurned Yo hie loving creator,
and we. will det to zee him aqain.



Travis Lindsay, Age 18, Spanish Fork, UT
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~ Please

set an exam
<" Hug your family often and lov

You never Know W
you may not get the chance

\  much they mean 10 YOt

On Seprember 2z, 2002, we.lost our gon Travie in an anto cragh on the. ‘Frz.cway.
Travie was on Wie way howe. from work arowns 970 pm. He. and hie friend,
Bory, wet up with another car of quye they knew 4raveling down the. road.

7 A Hiie point we. are. not sitre. what Maﬂ?ww‘ btk comething causet Travie’

car Yo veer off the road The car lost control and rolles, giesting Trave
and ®ory from e vehide. Travie pacees away ar the. scene. and Rory was
exitically ifred. According o the. police, they were vot wearing seatbelte.

_our family will never be. the. came. Our loz i co qrear and Trave was
| 20 younq, ek 12 years oA Travie was olr secondt con and Vie der

every winitre. of every Aay and Yake. comfort From knowing they are.
+aﬁc+l/\cr.

// " brother o hadt ?“W away et three wonthe earlier. We. wise Hhem

Pease. vet an example. of wearing seatbelts. Huq your -Favmily often and love.
Hhem meMH‘lamaHy. You nevexr know when they will be. Yaken from you anA you
may ot det the. dhance. to tell thewm et how much they wean +o you.

You are. forevex n our Wearts, Travie.

i
———
I

—

— \;ieari?ng seatbelts.
ity ¢ them unconditionally. |

[ from you and
n they will be takenn
o to tell them just how

—




Xander Jordan, Age 18, Draper, UT

XanAer wae adona  uphill on 1200 OUr sdlace. comes from e stories others
Eact st north e 12200 Somth  Wave YoA ue of Hhe —W\zizpe he. Jid Ax Wie
intersection where, the. road doee a Terd, we wed and cries with come. of he.
larqe. o-turn. The. worst doudburset people he knew. They r anqes from cEOS
of Fne. year hack covnapt im wipreparet. of corporations, the. wayor of Praper and
Xandex’s prove. wasfouma onthefloor of  “ate Representative. G M:p Rughes, to Hhoze.
Hhe. 2000 Mustana we. hadk et pUrdhase Kide at cchool mobaé)/ UnderstooR. We. really
for him 2ix weeke earlier. i appears he. At know outr son ae windh as we. Hougt.
wae texting et before. he logt comtrol We. found ot how Whe. Yook care. of <o wmany
of Hhe car. The police. deterwinet others and wae an nfluence. for qoot i
Har the. condition of the Hiree was their lives.

A contribitting factor o fhe. cragh. g N S,

Xander was one. of Yoze. rare. colle who ; '
Youche A evexryove. he. wet. He. was wot \ We realize that Xander lived L

one. Yo ot at home. Alone. Bven when he more in his 18 years than |

ame ovline. he. Aid i+ with a aroup from — - s £ ] ‘
ot tne. world. He woddh tolk 4o tnem | MOSt people live in their entire

| and Jo howework at the. come. fime. We. | lives. How many others like

| ad wo iden ek how wavy pesple kvew  him have we lost? How many

| and loved him. | - . l
| DaVincis or Ben Franklins? Hoy

Xander only hat o Ao Vi sdo fliqnt many poets or future leaders ' _

to eam hie private. plot's license. He hat
Xander wae o dive. ant so acive. in e, digcoveret Vie \ove. of dreraftr  aftrer or healers have we lost tO
world that looking at Wie picture ie et qetting a \ob working for MilionAir, who aleo carelessness? My prayer is
Az_vaem-hhﬂ. We. know that he. ic an eternal  offerer him e opporiuity +o heast up that we can eliminate the loss
part of our lives, but thie exictence. i 0 the 2007 Santa Fiqnt. Thie proqram involveA ¢ : —
wmU lege withoutt him. Thie has been the helping to collect and  dichribure. foo, | of life fmm-the avoidable. To |
wost Hfficut thing we. have. ever wad Yo dothing and oy for ndian n%;mﬁa:j | teach our kids and ourselves
write. W makes ue have. fo face. our bigaest in ah at chrisctmastime. He. coordinates \ imi
reqred that we. won't be. able. 4o see him  the. dichribtion of over 20000 Woo. of foot to eliminate cell phﬂﬂe usage

accompligh ie qodle. and Windrede of artides of doting and | while driving would help our
toye anct lﬁaw‘ wore. fhan 2,000 woure of world to be a better place and
pereonal anat Volunteer fime. on it P keep our youth here as Iong as

we can.




Parents aren’t the only ones affected

mmmuf?sctsm lfe that careen you down a. path yow are wot prepared.
for My sister saved. my life. Her sudden dc/oarﬁ/.rz was my first afm‘emu
with the precarious, predovswess o living. ( was in an abusive relationship, (
was &'mg in ﬁlﬂy conditions and. [ was not Wg charge ad wy situation
Losing my little sister wade we see, touch and. feel a vew range of life that (
had. vot yet wade contact with. [ still really wiss ber every day; however [ am
na hea[thy rc/aiwnshp with a very qood. wan and. [ continued with scheol to
fuish my degree. Aazptfng the cha//engc, no watter how umf)lmsamf, meu[
or f@hfmthg & way be, and continuing on i, for we, what the Jourvey called,
LIFE is abad. [ an cheost to sing or ary, dance or crand, bide or ffy. (n the
end, we all go on to the nest great adventure.

-Sister

(¢ was a horrible shock. Our p[anned weekend. of fn went in a totally
apposb’ic direction. (ts never gwtz the same when someone is gove... whether
s for the weekend. or for o while bnjoa?

-Brother

She was wy big sister and. a bse friend. She was ub’emdy ticklish and.
was aMays smtﬁhy or Z/,W//Mg. [ am so provd. when Ffaplc say ( ook or act like
ber: [ wiss ber so vauch. Sometimes ( find myself so sad. or ful of anger that (
ant help hat ay. My lfe bas been turved. upside dowin and. shoved. o a Hender:
771'//95 that were once weavingless or werthless have vow become priceless, my
wost cherished, Possaswms She bﬂ'yhtmd my worlil and. did the sawee for
vy others. ( only hope ( an follow her eanple

-Sister

I
[

|

S were iy best friend, the one who kwew we better than anyove, the
one who ]‘Zmyhf away my fears, mtchiny every tear: You were aﬁA/ays he@g
wee lie, woking sure ( was safe, a real role wiodel. You. were hard. to follow in
s‘ééps, because you were better than the rest. You were a @ht inside us all, a
real Bl SIS,

Te /Lyht is no /omycr there, my fears taking over; wy tear's lzgofallwy, lfe
is ot the same, wry by sis (s gone forever; vever going to see her first viece or
know her vawe, hit she will see you and. know who you were. [ wish every
day you where here, lfe is vo bnger fiw, its a vightware that seems like & vever
endls. You will wever see we graduatz, [ cant bear your birthday wondering how
Mmys would, be if you were still here. [ love you so much and. wiiss you were.
[ dont bnow why you, someane Whose lfe was /usf beginnig.

-Sister

On Se/%‘m/:baﬂ 22, 2008, my life and. wany others lies chavged foreer:
[ was awolen in the vight to see a very dose friend. with tears runing down
Vis face. [ asked what he was doting and. what was wrong. [ remeiber him
replying to e, “Trr Just died, dude. E

The matfawdays fauyhtm&abta.bwi (ife. [ learved. vot to take th[mysfbr
grnted. We had. it wade, a group of friends from high stheol, so wany good.
weweries and. fun times. [ thmyhf that was svmtth(ny that was a Fw’t ad
life. [ realize vow that it can be token from we so a;sdy [ learved. %o lie in
the wowent and to bve and express & to my friends and family and everyone
[ know because there wiight net be avother time to say [ love you or to give

them ahxy.

for we and. wany o wy friends there was vot a toworrow 4o ywe Trar ove
wore hug. There was o “nest time to do ths, " or "me day we should. do that. X
[ cnt express in words how wuch [ wiss having Trar around. and. how wiuch
[ wish that [ could have that “est time. or “tomorron..

So, one way that bsiny wy best friend. in a car crash has chanyed wie (s to be
wore attentive. Not on/y n the ar and PRy attention to rzyular wiaintenance
to my car and. o friends cars, to wearlng our seat belts and. paying a litde wore
attertion when were d/iw’ny Abo, ba'ny wore. attentive (n my rz/afwnshfs
with friends and. fawmily becavse taking the time to give 0 hug or to say thank
yau or [ bve you is a ot better than wishing [ had ove wore time.
-Best Friend

Kristin was a friend to our entire famdy and we all folt
Vappier dfter being around. her: Our 6 year old, Serah, still wakes
sdly faces when you go to take her picture because it was tught to
her by Kristin. Avether ove of our daughters, Tawie, has spea‘a[
needs. Kristin was a tue friend to her f Tawnie had been left
ot o something, here e Kristin to the resce to take her o
and. cheer her up. Kristin always included Tawwie on autings with
bher other friends. She really wiade Tawwie feel s/%da[ wd a part
o things. Kristen also p/amned to be a vet and. have her own clivic.
She P[anned ¢ have Tawnie wort: ot her divic. Other purets heart
abat hows Kristin was with Tawnie and. they say it brought them
hepe for their own ciilds (ife.

Tawnie still cries a cw]ple times a wonth and. talks abot ber everyday.
Sarah still hos to leae the reowm wihen Kristin is brought up. They tel
eeryone about her: Avanda and. Maria leck ot ber picture and. they
brow how spw’a[ she is to every one. My Wshoand. and. [ instavtly hack
a huge Vole in cur hearts and. lives. We have had. other Feop/e come
into aur lues, bt vo ove s like Kristin. Kristins aviomation, story
ielé‘ny, /auyh, encauragenent, compassion, determination and silliness
wade her so uigue andl. so melaceable.

Love,

- Friends of the Family



2008 Statistics
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. Type of Crash 1 Seat Belt Use

| Age of Teen Deaths |

14

B Proper use
B Improper use
1 Unknown
Bl Not Applicable
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29. That’s the number of teens
who lost their lives on Utah roads
in 2008. The majority of these
teens were killed as either a
passenger or driver in a car.

. Time of Fatal Crash |

Motor vehicle crashes are the #1 Killer
of teens in Utah.
Of the teens killed in 2008,

69% were males

55% were killed in a single car crash

45% were speeding above the posted
speed limit

62% of the crashes were during clear
weather conditions

3 teens were Killed because they or

another driver was talking on a cell phone

Only 24% of teens killed were
wearing their seat belts properly.

—
lLiWeekday vs. Weeekend -
' Fatalities |

B Weekday (Mon 5 a.m. - Fri 5 p.m.)
B Weekend (Fri 5 p.m. - Mon 5 a.m.)

Almost half of these fatal crashes
occurred between 4:00 p.m. and
12:00 midnight. Driving on the
weekends did not appear to play

a significant role in these crashes.

These teens could have been anyone’s child, brother, sister or friend. There
was no typical scenario that led to their deaths. However, improper seat belt
use, poor judgment and distracted driving played a role in many of these
crashes. Such tragedies could be prevented by making safe driving decisions
Visit www.health.utah.gov/vipp or www.dontdrivestupid.com/

for more information.
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> Utah Teen Traffic Safety Task Force
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